12 Us

Measures
to bridge
the gap

% ")ockwell Automation Is
. offering a Windows-based
product which, aims to improve
the productivity of deployed
assets, PlantMetrics gives users a
powerful set of tools to analyse
the performance of production
assets by building on the report-
ing, analysts and management
capabilities of  Rockwell's
RSBizWare foundation.
Manufacturing BusinessWare
1s an umbrella term for Rock-
well's software application and
integrationn tools and value-
added services offering, which
aims to plug the gap between
shopfioor automation and top-
level corporate IT systems
PlantMetrics collects data to
measure how well plant 1s run-
ning and provides a perform-
ance rat:ng, based on overall

However, OEE
1s only one of the
key  perform-
ance indicators
provided to
evaluate cells, 2
lines, areas and ¢
plant Userscan .
also define cus-
tom events that can be
alarms or fault codes, and then
create reports based on any of
these values

Other features of the soft-
ware include management of:
3 Asset performance — users can
identify poorly performing
assets by creating charts to
show production faults and
analyse the underlying detai
# Changeover times — the time
spent on machine changeovers
can be analysed by looking at
the differences between lines,
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products and shifts, enabling
specific irprovements to be
targeted

The software inciudes wiz-
ards to ease database set-up,
these create all the tables nec-
essary to address most common
time-series data-analysis prob-
lems Also, a range of report
tools are included PlantMetrics
can be deployed cver a LAN,
WAN, intranet or the internet.

SUCCess

Total productive maintenance Is
explained in practical terms i a
new publication called TPM, A
Route to World Class Perfor-
mance Written by Peter Will-
mott and Dennis McCarthy of
consuitancy WCS International,
the book draws on the authors’
experiences and provides a
guide to delivering benefits
from TPM within organisations
where the workforce Is resisting
its introduction
The book emphasises the
need to build good practices and
to win commitment by dehver-
ing results ft inciudes sections
on assessing TPM's true costs and
benefits, how to make and
apply an improvement plan, and
how to manage a TPM pilot Sir
Ken Jackson, AEEU genera' sec-
retary, contributes a foreword
Copies cost £45 Calt WCS on
01225 852400 or emait TPM@
wcs-int com
More details 5%

equipment effectiveness (OEE)

Reliable

customisation

ERP vendor Exegesys has
faunched a new surte of asset
management software Called
eXegete Asset Maintenance
{eAM), the product incorporates
chient-server ang web technoio-
gies to ncdude modules for
equipment management, work
management, craft and labour
management, nvertory man-
agement fieet management,
tooi control and global access
In addition, the rehiabiity
centred maintenance (RCM)
tools module optimises equip-
ment productivity by accommo-
dating e variety of inspection
criteria it manages predictive
and condition-based mainte-

nance by defining inspection
points belonging to cne or more
assets Inspections may be car-
ried out on ar ad hoc basis, trig-
gered by time frequency and/or
meter based, general inspec-
tions based on previous results
are also supported
As with other Exegesys prod-
ucts, eAM features the compa-
ny’'s Custormzer technology,
which aliows full customisation
without affecting the source
code This means that users can
stiil receive software updates
and full product support, irre-
spective of customisation.

" More details %1
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New nam

PSD{, asset management soft-
wate supplher and owner of
MRO com, s renaming itself
MRQ Software, highhghting
the company’s focus on mainte-
nance and reparir solutions

Says group vice president
Clare G:lian “Maximo Extended
Enterprise, PSDl's flagship prod-
uct, 1s designed spectficatly for
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e for PSDI

maintenance, repair, and oper-
ations management PSDl's
enterprise asset management
strengths he in maintenance,
repair, anc e-procurement, so
we see this change tc & more
‘nturtive name as helping to
clarify PSDi's positioning *
More details
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